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Racial, family, and spiritual brothers 

The word “brother” indicates a unity among a group of men and can mean several 

things. For example, men are united by race, family, or beliefs.
1
 The first two are united 

by physical bonds and the last by spiritual bonds.  

In the racial sense, all men are brothers because they belong to the human race; and in 

a more specific way, all men of a particular race (such as Italians) are brothers. In the 

family sense, all men who belong to the same family are brothers. In the belief sense, all 

men who share the same beliefs (such as Catholics) are brothers.  

For example, an Italian Catholic is a racial brother to all humans; and in a more 

specific way, he is a racial brother to all Italians. He is also a family brother to all the 

members of his family. And he is a spiritual brother to all Catholics because he shares 

their beliefs. It is this last brotherhood, the spiritual brotherhood of Catholics, that is the 

most important and necessary to have a hope to save his soul. Jesus said that only those 

who truly believe in Him, as only Catholics do, are spiritual sons of God, not those who 

are merely related to one another by physical bonds of flesh and blood:  

“But as many as received him, he gave them power to be made the sons of God, to 

them that believe in his name. Who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (Jn. 1:12-13) 

Racial sense 

The following Bible quotes refer to men who are physical brothers in the racial sense. 

All humans are referred to as the children of Adam and thus are brothers in the racial 

sense because they all belong to the human race:  

“Great labour is created for all men, and a heavy yoke is upon the children of Adam, 

from the day of their coming out of their mother’s womb, until the day of their 

burial into the mother of all.” (Eccus. 40:1) 

In the following Bible verse the Machabees, who were spiritual brothers to faithful 

Jews, refer to the pagan Spartans as their brothers in the racial sense because the 

Machabees believed that the Spartans traced their racial line back to Abraham:  

                                                 
1 There are other kinds of brotherhoods, such as those who share the same trade (like carpenters or steelworkers) and those who are 
citizens of the same country, even though they may not be of the same race or family. 
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“And this is a copy of the letters which Jonathan wrote to the Spartans: …We 

therefore at all times without ceasing, both in our festivals, and other days, wherein 

it is convenient, remember you in the sacrifices that we offer, and in our 

observances, as it is meet, and becoming to remember brethren… And we have 

commanded them to go also to you, and to salute you, and to deliver you our letters, 

concerning the renewing of our brotherhood… It is found in writing concerning the 

Spartans and the Jews, that they are brethren and that they are of the stock of 

Abraham.” (1 Mac. 12:5, 11, 17, 21) 

Jesus Christ told the unbelieving Jews that their spiritual father was Satan and not 

Abraham, even though Abraham was their racial father. Hence unbelieving Jews are 

racial brothers of Abraham because they trace their racial line back to Abraham, but they 

are not spiritual brothers of Abraham because they do not share Abraham’s beliefs. 

Instead, Jesus said they are spiritual brothers of Satan because they share Satan’s 

beliefs—“I know you are the children of Abraham but…you are of your father the devil”: 

“They answered him: We are the seed of Abraham, and we have never been slaves 

to any man: how sayest thou: you shall be free? Jesus answered them: Amen, amen 

I say unto you: that whosoever committeth sin, is the servant of sin. Now the 

servant abideth not in the house for ever; but the son abideth for ever. If therefore 

the son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. I know that you are the 

children of Abraham: but you seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in 

you. I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and you do the things that you 

have seen with your father. They answered, and said to him: Abraham is our father. 

Jesus saith to them: If you be the children of Abraham, do the works of Abraham. 

But now you seek to kill me, a man who have spoken the truth to you, which I have 

heard of God. This Abraham did not. You do the works of your father. They said 

therefore to him: We are not born of fornication: we have one Father, even God. 

Jesus therefore said to them: If God were your Father, you would indeed love me. 

For from God I proceeded, and came; for I came not of myself, but he sent me: Why 

do you not know my speech? Because you cannot hear my word. You are of your 

father the devil, and the desires of your father you will do. He was a murderer from 

the beginning, and he stood not in the truth; because truth is not in him. When he 

speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof.” (Jn. 

8:33-44) 

Family sense 

The following Bible quotes refer to men who are physical brothers in the family sense. 

Rebecca, a faithful Jew, referred to her pagan brother Laban
2
 as her brother in the family 

sense and not the spiritual sense: 

“These things were told to Rebecca: and she sent and called Jacob her son, and said 

to him: Behold Esau thy brother threateneth to kill thee. Now therefore, my son, 

hear my voice: arise and flee to Laban my brother to Haran. (Gen. 27:42-43) And 

Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, saying: Take not a wife of the 

stock of Chanaan: But go, and take a journey to Mesopotamia of Syria, to the house 

of Bathuel thy mother’s father, and take thee a wife thence of the daughters of 

Laban thy uncle. And God almighty bless thee, and make thee to increase, and 

multiply thee: that thou mayest be a multitude of people. And give the blessings of 

Abraham to thee, and to thy seed after thee: that thou mayest possess the land of thy 

sojournment, which he promised to thy grandfather. And when Isaac had sent him 

                                                 
2 “Rachel stole away her father’s [Laban’s] idols.” (Gen. 31:19) 
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away, he took his journey and went to Mesopotamia of Syria to Laban the son of 

Bathuel the Syrian, brother to Rebecca his mother. (Gen. 28:1-5)” 

Jesus refers to James and John, the sons of Zebedee, as brothers in the family sense: 

“And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, 

and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets: and he 

called them.” (Mt. 4:21) 

Martha refers to Lazarus as her brother in the family sense: 

“Martha therefore said to Jesus: Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 

died. But now also I know that whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 

thee. Jesus saith to her: Thy brother shall rise again.” (Jn. 11:21-23) 

Spiritual sense 

The following Bible quotes refer to men who are spiritual brothers and thus are 

brothers in the belief sense. In this case it is the spiritual brotherhood of believers in the 

one true God, which during the Old Covenant era were the Jews and now during the New 

Covenant era are Catholics only.  

When a Gentile converted to the true religion of Judaism during the Old Covenant era, 

he was treated as a faithful Jew, as a spiritual brother to faithful and racial Jews: 

“And if any stranger be willing to dwell among you and to keep the Phase of the 

Lord, all his males shall first be circumcised, and then shall he celebrate it according 

to the manner: and he shall be as he that is born in the land.” (Ex. 12:48) 

“And the children of the stranger that adhere to the Lord to worship him and to love 

his name, to be his servants: every one that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, 

and that holdeth fast my covenant: I will bring them into my holy mount, and will 

make them joyful in my house of prayer: their holocausts, and their victims shall 

please me upon my altar: for my house shall be called the house of prayer, for all 

nations.” (Isa. 56:6-7) 

“If a stranger dwell in your land, and abide among you, do not upbraid him: But let 

him be among you as one of the same country: and you shall love him as 

yourselves: for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 

(Lev. 19:33-34) 

In the following Bible quotes, the word “brother” is used in the belief sense and means 

the spiritual brotherhood of Catholics:  

“Loving one another with the charity of brotherhood, with honour preventing one 

another. (Rom. 12:10) Let the charity of the brotherhood abide in you. (Heb. 13:1) 

Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. (1 Pt. 2:17)” 

Jesus says whosoever does the will of His Father who is in heaven, as only Catholics 

can do, is His brother: 

“Whosoever shall do the will of my Father, that is in heaven, he is my brother, and 

sister, and mother.” (Mt. 12:50) 

St. Peter refers to St. Paul as his brother:  

“Account the longsuffering of our Lord, salvation; as also our most dear brother 

Paul, according to the wisdom given him, hath written to you.” (2 Pt. 3:15) 
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And St. Paul refers to St. Timothy as his brother and the brother to all other Catholics: 

“Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty: with whom (if he come shortly) 

I will see you.” (Heb. 13:23) 

St. Augustine’s indelible-mark brothers 

St. Augustine added another kind of brotherhood, a physical one, in which Catholics 

are physical brothers to baptized non-Catholics because they are united by the indelible 

mark of baptism, also known as the character of baptism, baptismal character, and the 

brand of Christ. This brand is a physical mark on the soul which can never be destroyed 

or removed. He taught that this is not a spiritual brotherhood with Catholics but only a 

physical one. He also taught that all baptized non-Catholics are outside the Catholic 

Church, not Catholic, in a state of damnation, and thus on the road to hell. Hence they do 

not belong to the Christian brotherhood and thus are not spiritual brothers to Catholics: 

St. Augustine, On Baptism, Against the Donatists, 400: “Any one would…setting 

himself outside the communion of the Church sever himself from all Christian 

brotherhood… All the good that he had in his prayers and alms could not benefit 

him unless he were incorporated in the Church by the bond of Christian brotherhood 

and peace.” (b. 1, chaps. 7, 8) 

St. Augustine, Against the Donatists, 400: “10. …Those whom they [the Donatists] 

baptize they heal from the wound of idolatry or unbelief; but they injure them more 

seriously with the wound of schism. For idolaters among the people of the Lord 

were smitten with the sword; but schismatics were swallowed up by the earth 

opening her mouth. And the apostle says, ‘Though I have all faith, so that I could 

remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.’ 11. …What will it then 

profit a man that he has sound faith, or perhaps only soundness in the sacrament of 

faith, when the soundness of his charity is done away with by the fatal wound of 

schism, so that by the overthrow of it the other points, which were in themselves 

sound, are brought into the infection of death?” (b. 1, c. 8) 

St. Augustine, On Baptism, Against the Donatists, 400: “18. …Although among 

heretics and schismatics there be the same Baptism of Christ, the remission of sins, 

nevertheless, is not operative there because of the very rottenness of discord and 

wickedness of dissension… It is the one and the same Baptism which outside the 

Church works death because of discord and inside the Church works salvation 

because of peace.” (b. 3, c. 13) 

St. Augustine, On Baptism, Against the Donatists, Book 1, 400: “[Chapter 3] 4. 

There are two propositions, moreover, which we affirm, that baptism exists in the 

Catholic Church and that in it alone can it be rightly received, both of which the 

Donatists deny. Likewise there are two other propositions which we affirm, that 

baptism exists among the Donatists but that with them it is not rightly received… 

[Chapter 12] 18. …Let them understand that men may be baptized in communions 

severed from the Church, in which Christ’s baptism is given and received in the said 

celebration of the sacrament, but that it will only then be of avail for the remission 

of sins when the recipient, being reconciled to the unity of the Church, is purged 

from the sacrilege of deceit by which his sins were retained and their remission 

prevented… So…in the case of the man who, while an enemy to the peace and love 

of Christ, received in any heresy or schism the baptism of Christ, which the 

schismatics in question had not lost from among them, though by his sacrilege his 

sins were not remitted, yet when he corrects his error and comes over to the 

communion and unity of the Church, he ought not to be again baptized: because by 

his very reconciliation to the peace of the Church he receives this benefit, that the 
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sacrament now begins in unity to be of avail for the remission of his sins, which 

could not so avail him as received in schism.”  

St. Augustine, On Baptism, Against the Donatists, 400: “1. The comparison of the 

Church with Paradise shows us that men may indeed receive her baptism outside 

her pale, but that no one outside can either receive or retain the salvation of eternal 

happiness. For, as the words of Scripture testify, the streams from the fountain of 

Paradise flowed copiously even beyond its bounds… Accordingly, though the 

waters of Paradise are found beyond its boundaries, yet its happiness is in Paradise 

alone. So, therefore, the baptism of the Church may exist outside, but the gift of the 

life of happiness is found alone within the [Catholic] Church, which has been 

founded on a rock, which has received the keys of binding and loosing. She it is 

alone who holds as her privilege the whole power of her Bridegroom and Lord; by 

virtue of which power as bride, she can bring forth sons even of handmaids. And 

these, if they be not high-minded, shall be called into the lot of the inheritance; but 

if they be high-minded, they shall remain outside.” (b. 4, c. 1) 

St. Augustine, Sermons on Selected Lessons of the New Testament, Sermon 21, On 

the Words of the Gospel of Matthew 12:32: “32. …Wherefore whosoever are 

baptized in the congregations or separations rather of schismatics or heretics…have 

not been born again of the Spirit… Yet when they come to the Catholic Church and 

are joined to the fellowship of the Spirit, which without the Church they beyond 

doubt had not [the Spirit], the washing of the flesh is not repeated in their case. For 

‘this form of godliness’ [indelible mark, the brand of Christ] was not wanting to 

them even when they were without; but there is added to them ‘the Unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace,’ which cannot be given but within. Before they were 

Catholics indeed, they were as they of whom the Apostle says, ‘Having a form of 

godliness, but denying the power thereof.’ For the visible form of the branch may 

exist even when separated from the vine, but the invisible life of the root cannot be 

had but in the vine. Wherefore the bodily sacraments, which even they who are 

separated from the Unity of Christ’s Body bear and celebrate, may give ‘the form of 

godliness’; but the invisible and spiritual power of godliness cannot in any wise be 

in them, just as sensation does not accompany a man’s limb when it is amputated 

from the body. 33. And since this is so, remission of sins, seeing it is not given but 

by the Holy Spirit, can only be given in that Church which hath the Holy Spirit…” 

St. Augustine, Letter 98: “5. …The sacrament of Christian baptism, being always 

due and the same, is of value even when administered by heretics and though not in 

that case sufficing to secure to the baptized person participation in eternal life…” 

Therefore, St. Augustine teaches that as long as a baptized man is not a member of the 

Catholic Church, he is outside the Catholic Church, not Catholic, cannot have his sins 

remitted, and thus is in a state of damnation. Hence St. Augustine upheld and zealously 

defended the Salvation Dogma. (See RJMI article “St. Augustine on Formal Heretics and 

the Salvation Dogma” and RJMI book Baptized Non-Catholic Infants and Children.)  

St. Augustine’s opinion that baptized non-Catholics are indelible-mark brothers to 

Catholics is not a denial of the Salvation Dogma because he taught they are nevertheless 

outside the Catholic Church, not Catholic, and on the road to hell. Even though St. 

Augustine’s opinion is an allowable opinion, it must be either rejected or qualified 

because it can all too easily be taken out of context, as it is today, that baptized non-

Catholics are spiritual brothers to Catholics and thus can be in the way of salvation—

something St. Augustine did not teach. 

The truth that St. Augustine did touch upon was that Catholics have a closer 

relationship to baptized non-Catholics than to the unbaptized since both Catholics and 

baptized non-Catholics are validly baptized and thus both have the indelible mark, the 
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brand of Christ. This also makes them subject to the Catholic Church in a way that 

unbaptized non-Catholics are not. Hence St. Augustine correctly teaches that the non-

Catholics he prays and works most to convert are baptized non-Catholics because he sees 

in them the brand of Christ, the indelible mark of baptism, even though it does them no 

good but instead works towards their damnation as long as they remain outside the 

Catholic Church: 

St. Augustine, Sermo ad Caesariensis Ecclesiae Plebem (Address to the People of 

the Church at Caesarea): “2. Now, we do not mean to speak, brothers, as if those 

who remain in schism have any hope of the Lord. There are many [Catholics] who 

argue without understanding what they say, asserting ‘if they are schismatics, if they 

are heretics, why should we receive them?’ Listen, my brothers: if we are to receive 

them as proposed, then let us now receive this man, our brother Emeritus, whether a 

good man or a bad, still a brother. Indeed I do mean ‘brother’ …When a soldier 

wanders off and deserts, the fault is his own; but the brand he’s marked with still 

belongs to his commander [the indelible mark, the brand of Christ]. Now, our 

brother did not exactly desert, since he never has been [a Catholic], but he was born 

into desertion when he was branded by a deserter. The person who first made the 

schism and separated himself from the Catholic Church was a deserter, along with 

all those he drew after him. Others were branded by the deserters, not with the sign 

of a deserter but with the sign of the commander. For a deserter does not imprint his 

own mark. What do I mean when I say that a deserter does not imprint his own 

mark? Donatus did not baptize in the name of Donatus. Now if Donatus, when he 

made the schism, had baptized in the name of Donatus, he would have imprinted the 

mark of a deserter. If, when I called for unity, I discovered the brand of a deserter, I 

would destroy it, demolish it, suppress it, abolish, reject, repudiate, anathematize 

and damn it. But instead the deserter remains imprinted with the brand of his 

commander. Our Lord and God Jesus Christ seeks out the deserter; the fault of 

desertion is erased, but not His own brand. So when I come for my brother and 

gather him in, I look for his faith in the name of the Father and Son and Holy Spirit. 

That is the brand of my Commander. That was the brand He ordained that His 

soldiers—or rather, His lieutenants—impress upon those whom they gathered into 

His camp; as when he said ‘Go, baptize all peoples in the name of the Father and 

Son and Holy Spirit’ [Matt. 28:19]…  

“Of course we will not receive them as they are; heavens no! Now they are 

heretics; we will receive them as Catholics: let them change, they will be received. 

But because of the evil they hold to we cannot search out the good things we know 

are in them. They hold to dissension, schism, heresy as their own personal evils. 

The goods we know to be in them are not their own. The goods belong to our Lord, 

the goods belong to the Church. Theirs is not the baptism; it is of Christ. It is the 

name of God, not that of Donatus, that is invoked over those ordained bishops—I 

certainly would not receive as a bishop someone ordained in the name of 

Donatus!…  

“4. Listen therefore, brother [Emeritus], listen, I pray you. You ask me: why do 

you seek me? I respond: because you are my brother… Why do you seek me, you 

ask… Then I reply: Because you are lost, I seek. And why do I seek you, what am I 

after? So that it might once be said about me: ‘Your brother was dead and now 

lives, he was lost and now is found’ [Luke 15:32]. You reply: but I already have the 

sacrament. You have, I know it; that’s why I seek you. You give me yet another 

reason to seek you with even greater pains. For you are a sheep from the flock of 

my Lord, wandering off with His brand; thus I seek you the more, since you have 

His brand.  

“Why shouldn’t we share one Church? We have one brand; why aren’t we in one 

flock? That’s why I seek you, so that this sacrament be an instrument of your 

salvation, not evidence of your damnation. Don’t you realize that a deserter is 
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condemned for the same brand that the soldier is honored for? Therefore I seek you, 

so that you may not perish because of this mark. For it is a sign of salvation, if you 

would hold to salvation, if you would hold to love. While you are outside [the 

Catholic Church], this mark of salvation can belong to you, but it cannot do you any 

good. Come in, so that what you already possess may do you good—not to receive 

what you already possess, but that what you possess might begin to do you good 

and that you might receive what you lack. For you already possess the sign of 

peace, but peace itself you lack.  

“This is the way that we will gather them in, without flattering those we can’t. 

Let them be gathered in, not puffed up; let them come, they will be received. We do 

not hate in them what is of God. We do not hate their own selves, since they are of 

God and what they have is of God. Of God they are, since they are men and every 

man is a creature of God… 

“6. But what can we accomplish, unless we bear with our brother’s weakness and 

not desert him? It is the sweat of my brow, I believe, that will bear fruit. The Lord 

our God, who willed us to come to you, who commanded us to seek Emeritus, who 

meanwhile allowed us to find him out—at least in body—He will allow us, aided by 

your prayers, to find out his heart, to delight in his accord, to give thanks to God for 

his salvation; a salvation he cannot find except in the Catholic Church. Outside the 

Catholic Church there can be everything except salvation. He can hold office, he 

can have sacraments, he can sing ‘alleluia,’ he can respond ‘amen,’ he can hold to 

the gospel, he can have faith and preach in the name of the Father and Son and Holy 

Spirit. But never except in the Catholic Church can he find salvation.  

“All the other things will fade, my brothers. Now he thinks of gaining stature 

among his own people if he continues obdurate, and of being deemed a martyr for 

the Donatist faction. Heaven forbid! In the name of our Lord let it be erased from 

his heart, this pride. He well knows, even he has read it: ‘If I hand over my body to 

be burned, but I have not charity, it will do me no good’ [1 Cor. 13:3]… Even if this 

man outside of the Church of Christ is ordered by the enemy of Christ to make 

offerings to idols, to worship his gods, and when he refuses, he is killed by this 

enemy of Christ—he can shed his blood, but he will not gain thereby a crown.” 

(Migne, PL 43, col. 689.) 

St. Augustine, On Baptism, Against the Donatists, 400: “25. …Neither 

does…baptism profit the heretic even though for confessing Christ he be put to 

death outside the Church. This is most true; for, by being put to death outside the 

Church, he is proved not to have had charity of which the apostle says, ‘Though I 

give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth in nothing.’ …And 

therefore, whatever men have that belongs to the Church, it profits them nothing 

towards salvation outside the Church.” (b. 4, c. 17) 

Hence even though St. Augustine believed that baptized non-Catholics are brothers to 

Catholics because they have the indelible mark of baptism, he also taught they are outside 

the Catholic Church, not Catholic, in a state of damnation, and on the road to hell. Not 

even the shedding of their blood for the name of Christ can save them because they are 

separated from the Catholic Church and thus in formal schism and hence lack the virtue 

of charity: “And if I should distribute all my goods to feed the poor, and if I should 

deliver my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” (1 Cor. 

13:3) 
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St. Augustine’s opinion must be rejected or qualified 

St. Augustine’s opinion that baptized non-Catholics are indelible-mark brothers to 

Catholics must be rejected or qualified because it can too easily be taken out of context to 

mean that baptized non-Catholics are spiritual brothers to Catholics and inside the 

Catholic Church, something St. Augustine did not teach.  

The argument for rejecting St. Augustine’s allowable opinion is that whenever the 

Bible mentions the baptized as being brothers, it always means spiritual brothers and thus 

refers only to Catholics, those who adhere to the Catholic Church as members. For 

example, Jesus says, 

“For whosoever shall do the will of my Father, that is in heaven, he is my brother, 

and sister, and mother.” (Mt. 12:50) 

Conversely, anyone who does not the will of God, such as baptized non-Catholics, is 

not a brother to Catholics. Speaking about Catholics who must be avoided because they 

are under a minor excommunication, St. Paul says,  

“But you, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our word 

by this epistle, note that man, and do not keep company with him, that he may be 

ashamed: Yet do not esteem him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” (2 

Thes. 3:13-15) 

Conversely, a Catholic who becomes an enemy (a non-Catholic) is no longer a 

spiritual brother to Catholics even though he is baptized. And nowhere in the Bible does 

it teach that baptized non-Catholics are indelible-mark brothers to Catholics. But that 

does not mean this opinion may not be true because not all things Catholics must believe 

are contained in the Bible. The argument could also be made that these Bible verses, in 

context, refer to spiritual brothers and thus not racial brothers, family brothers, or 

indelible-mark brothers, which leaves open the possibility that St. Augustine’s opinion 

may be true.  

Also, I do not know of any other Church Father besides St. Augustine who referred to 

baptized non-Catholics as brothers to Catholics in the indelible-mark sense. However, 

because the Church Fathers did not unanimously teach that baptized non-Catholics are 

indelible-mark brothers to Catholics, St. Augustine being at least one exception, then this 

opinion has not been condemned or confirmed by the ordinary magisterium.
 3

 

And, to my knowledge, no pope has infallibly condemned or confirmed St. 

Augustine’s opinion and thus the opinion has not been infallibly condemned or confirmed 

by the solemn magisterium. Therefore, St. Augustine’s opinion is an allowable opinion 

until a future pope either infallibly condemns it or infallibly confirms it, at which point it 

will be either a heresy or a dogma. 

The argument for using but qualifying St. Augustine’s allowable opinion is as follows. 

Every time St. Augustine mentions baptized non-Catholics as brothers to Catholics, he 

qualifies it by explaining what he means; that is, they are nevertheless outside the 

Catholic Church, not Catholic, and on the road to hell. But individual sentences in his 

teachings could be taken out of context because they leave out his explanations. To avoid 

this, St. Augustine should not have simply called them “brothers” without immediately 

                                                 
3 The ordinary magisterium is all the teachings of the unanimous consensus of the Church Fathers on faith and morals. These 

teachings are infallible and are known as ordinary magisterium dogmas. The first Church Fathers were the twelve apostles. (See RJMI 
book The Magisterium of the Catholic Church and RJMI article “History of the Solemn and the Ordinary Magisterium.” 
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attaching what kind of brothers he believed they are. For example, whenever he refers to 

them as “brothers,” he should have said they are “indelible-mark brothers” or “rebellious 

brothers.” This is what he taught and believed, and by attaching these labels no one could 

read a sentence of his works out of context and think he means that baptized non-

Catholics are spiritual brothers to Catholics and thus inside the Catholic Church and 

Catholic. 

The term “separated brothers” is used today by many so-called Catholics in regard to 

baptized non-Catholics. Although this term is not always heretical,
4
 the one who uses it 

must be suspect of heresy unless he qualifies his statement by making it clear that the 

“separated brothers” are outside the Catholic Church, not Catholic, and on the road to 

hell. And even if he does qualify it, which would free him from the suspicion of heresy, 

he should not use the term “separated brothers” because it does not say who separated 

from whom. Did the Catholics separate from them, or did they separate from the 

Catholics? It leaves open the option that the Catholic Church may be the guilty party or at 

least share in the guilt. Hence, if one follows St. Augustine’s allowable opinion, he 

should use the term “rebellious brothers” because this leaves no doubt that the baptized 

non-Catholics are the guilty party in regard to their separation from the Catholic Church. 

To Jesus through Mary 
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4 This is a change from my previous opinion in which I believed that the use of the term “separated brothers” in regard to baptized 

non-Catholics is always heretical. It is only heretical if the term “separated brethren” means they are inside the Catholic Church and 
Catholic. St. Augustine’s teachings on this topic caused me to change my opinion. 
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